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Heidi has worked in various aspects of the educational system for over 20 

years.  She began her journey to become a teacher at the age of five by 

helping her father grade math papers at the kitchen table.  Since then, she 

has looked for any excuse to be in the classroom working with students.  In 

middle school and high school, Heidi volunteered as a tutor, summer school 

assistant, classroom aide, and Kids Hope volunteer.    

 

Heidi became interested in working with deaf and hard of hearing individuals after traveling to Iquitos, Peru and 

visiting Efata School for the Deaf.  During her visit, she was asked to come to the front of the class and begin 

teaching.  After that initial visit, Heidi returned to Efata three more times to work at the Annual Efata Summer 

Camp. 

 

In college, Heidi was exposed to a variety of instructional modalities and philosophies related to Deaf and hard of 

hearing education.  She continued to look for opportunities to be in the classroom and work with students.  During 

her junior year, Heidi registered as a substitute teacher to gain more experience in the classroom.  In 2004, she 

graduated Cum Laude from MacMurray College in Jacksonville, IL with a Bachelor of Arts in Education and an 

endorsement in Deaf and Hard of Hearing Education.  

 

Heidi spent a year teaching in the Chicago Public School system at Mark T. Skinner Elementary School in a K-4th 

grade self-contained classroom.  She modified the classroom curriculum to meet the individual needs of each of 

her students.  Heidi was also a member of the Leadership Team at Skinner. 

 

In 2005, Heidi moved out to the suburbs and accepted a teaching position at Center on Deafness, working with 

Deaf and hard of hearing students who also have emotional, behavioral, and psychological disorders.  Although it 

was a very intensive and challenging program, Heidi enjoyed working with her students and she learned a lot 

about behavior management.  In addition to her teaching responsibilities, Heidi was in charge of planning all of 

the special events for the school and eventually compiled a cookbook, "Signs of a Chef" as a fundraiser.  She 

also spearheaded the PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports) movement at the Center on Deafness 

and developed a school wide behavior management program that was based on PBIS systems used around the 

country. 

 

Heidi continues to seek further education and training opportunities to increase her knowledge and skill set. In 

2012, Heidi enrolled in the University of Phoenix online to obtain her Learning Behavior Specialist 

endorsement.  She currently has LBS1 approval from the State Board of Education. In the summer of 2015, Heidi 

completed a 30 hour Multi-Sensory Training on the Orton-Gillingham approach to reading from the Institute for 

Multi-Sensory Education. The phonetic emphasis of this approach is a natural fit at AGBMS because of  the 

school-wide use of Cued Speech.  

 

Heidi has always believed in an individualized approach to education and doing what is best for each child, but 

has struggled to find an educational environment that is truly student-centered.  As a part of her LBS1 classes, 

she had the opportunity to visit AGBMS and was greatly impressed by the quality and philosophy of the 

program.  It seemed like a perfect match to her personal philosophy and Heidi is thrilled to be a member of the 

AGBMS team as the Teacher of the Deaf/Hard of Hearing. 


